
Comparing assessment 
methods: outcomes from the 

video workshop

School of Veterinary Medicine and Science

video workshop

Kate Cobb



The OSCE
(Objective Structured Clinical Examination)

• Should each item be worth the same?

• Too many items make it difficult to assess

• Easy to confuse skill acquisition with competency

• Should the assessment be a binary rating (yes/no) or is a 
rating scale more appropriate?

• Is the item sheet really objective?
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• Is the item sheet really objective?

• Who should:

– Compose the items?

– Evaluate the student?
• Role of the expert vs non-expert

• Role of the subject area teacher









The DOPS
(Direct Observation of Procedural Skills)

Positives

• Range on the rating scale 
better than yes/no

• Whole task assessed

• More stakeholder 

Negatives

• Need descriptors for the 
scale otherwise the criteria 
are open to interpretation

• Non-parametric scale yet 
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• More stakeholder 
involvement

• Allows for variation in 
difficulty of case.

• Non-parametric scale yet 
maybe analysed 
parametrically

• Needs space for written 
feedback on the form

• Is it too global – is it 
assessing too much?





OSLER
(Objective Structured Long Examination Record)

• More useful in the final stages of training

• More knowledge required on the part of the 
assessor

• Criteria and therefore assessment are more 
subjective than other methods

School of Veterinary Medicine and Science

• It can be driven by a wider set of objectives

• More global assessment

• It is difficult to use with the video as opposed to 
person to person





Mini-CEX
(Mini Clinical Evaluation Exercise)

• Requires descriptors to understand the expected 
standards

• Has potential to use weightings for aggregation

• There may be difficulties in aggregating score

• The form was more designed for feedback on 
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• The form was more designed for feedback on 
strengths and weakness rather than for 
aggregation and summative assessment





Blank Sheet
(Participants were given no guidance in assessing 
the student in the video)

• Able to take a ‘global view’

• Writing notes/comments aids feedback

• Subjective method but holistic

• Relies on expertise of the assessor

• Could be very student centred
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• Could be very student centred

• Could be assessor centred

• What kind of training would need to be provided 
to assessors?

• Question over use as a summative assessment


